
UNION INTERPARLEMENTAIRE 

 

INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION 

 
5, CHEMIN DU POMMIER 

CASE POSTALE 330 
1218 LE GRAND-SACONNEX / GENÈVE (SUISSE) 

TELEPHONE (41.22) 919 41 50 
FAX (41.22) 919 41 60 
E-MAIL postbox@mail.ipu.org 
ADR. TELEGR. INTERPARLEMENT GENEVE 

 
 

World e-Parliament Conference 2007 

Opening remarks 

Anders B. Johnsson 

Secretary General, Inter-Parliamentary Union 

Geneva, 11 October 2007 

 

Check against delivery 

 

Good morning. 

Today is a rather unusual day for IPU. It is perhaps surprisingly rare for us to bring 
together members of parliament, Secretaries General and specialized parliamentary 
staff around a single topic. That it is possible today is thanks in large part to the co-
organizers of the conference, the United Nations and the Association of Secretaries 
General of Parliament, through the Global Centre for ICT in Parliament.  

The Global Centre stands on two legs : parliamentary action to develop the 
information society at home ; and the use of ICT in parliament. We are resolutely 
standing on that second leg  today. 

ICT is one of those topics where a dialogue between the technical specialists and the 
end-users is a fundamental condition of success. That dialogue is rarely easy, and it can 
often seem that everyone is speaking a different language. Nevertheless, that dialoguet 
is essential. 

I must say that I find it rather exciting to have such a wide range of participants, 
including ICT managers, librarians, legislative staff and communications officers. The 
dialogue will be fruitful if each of you are ready and willing to take the opportunity to 
share your experiences that is offered here today.  



I am not a specialist in ICT. But I do know that a revolution is going on around us in 
terms of creating, sharing and accessing information, and I want to make sure that 
parliaments fit into that picture.  

ICT is a fast-moving world. A considerable body of experience has been developed in 
parliaments over the last 30 or 40 years, and more particularly in the 10 or so years 
since the explosion of the Internet. What have we learnt collectively ? are we ready for 
the ICT challenges that parliaments will be facing tomorrow ? 

If we think about the major challenges to use effective use of ICT in parliament in some 
countries, one of them in fact has only little to do with ICT. It is the human resources 
available within parliaments - the people with the skills and knowledge that are 
needed to plan, build, manage and use ICT systems. It is important for ICT should be 
recognized as a core strategic activity of parliament, and to be appropriately resourced.  

Another challenge is how to manage the expectations created by ICT, whether it is 
members of parliament that to be able to access their documents from anywhere 
around the world, or a constituent that wants to know how their representative voted 
last night. Each group of users has their own set of needs, and their own expectations 
about how they should be met.  

It should be said though that some expectations are eminently reasonable. That 
information about the status of draft legislation as it passes through parliament, and the 
final legislative document should be available to the people that it concerns, seems 
indisputable.  

Few people would disagree that transparency and accessibility are two of the key 
objectives of a democratic parliament. ICT offers us an important means of achieving 
these objectives, and we should do everything in our power to seize these 
opportunities.  

There are reasons for optimism. Technology can be duplicated and shared in a matter 
of seconds. The use of common standards and perhaps open source software creates 
huge opportunities for parliaments to pool their efforts and share their know-how, so 
that parliaments with the least developed ICT infrastructure may be able to rapidly 
access the latest technologies.  

I wish you enjoyable and fruitful deliberations, and look forward to a day of rich and 
interactive discussion. 

Thank you. 

 
 


